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boots, once known to ribald subalterns as 'jemimas.* These are usually worn au-naturel^ but sometimes a pair of grey socks are added. When strolling in the tortuous bazars of Sanaa, and on one's best behaviour, to avoid being mobbed as a Christian (in spite of a red tarboosh), it is difficult to preserve a mien of Moslem calm on meeting an elderly, armed tribesman wearing such footgear, with a short kilt, thin, bare legs, and spectacles^ which he has picked up somewhere as a charm against the evil eye.
The only exports from Yamen worth considering nowadays are coffee, sheep and goat skins, and bullock hides.
Coffee has always been considered the mainstay of Yamen exports, but it is at present ousted by skins and hides. Enhanced risk of transport, owing to the hazardous state of the caravan routes, has made growers chary of sending their produce down to the coast. They know that they can store it indefinitely up-country, but not down at Hodeida, where the damp would damage it in a month or so. European merchants at Hodeida know this too, and, with an anaemic market subject to frequent spasms by cable from the outer world, they handle coffee very gingerly. France is their best customer, the United States next, and Great Britain a bad third.
Skins and hides, on the other hand, always command a fair price if properly selected. Skins are exported far in excess of hides, and go to New York, Marseilles and London, to be made up into gloves and fancy leather.
Hides are bought by weight and skins by the score. The latter are graded by the European merchants according to weight, size and quality, for the simple pastoral Arab knows quite enough to stitch up cunningly